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From the Grand Knight 
      Will Quintanilla

Brothers,

I’d like to start off by saying Merry Christmas to all of 
you.  I hope that you find plenty of time with your 
family this season.  

It’s a very busy month for us at council 8954.  I 
recently sent out an email with all the events that the 
Knights will be hosting this month.  You’ll find out 
more info through the remainder of this newsletter and 
through Flocknote, but at it’s core, here is everything 
our council will be doing this month.  We’ll be 
providing coats and Christmas presents to the less 
fortunate, we’ll be going to a mass dedicated to our 
deceased Brother Knights, we’ll be attending a class 
to make us better husbands, fathers, and Catholic 
gentlemen, we’ll be preparing breakfast for the 
children of our community, we’ll be building a nativity 
scene for the entire parish, we’ll be serving hot 
chocolate and photographing parishioners at that 
nativity scene, we’ll be visiting the VA hospital, we’ll 
be singing Christmas carols and enjoying time with 
our fellow knights and families, and we’ll be leading 
the rosary to the entire parish at 6 masses.

Brother, that’s a community that I’m very proud to be a 
part of.  I know all of you share the same sentiments, 
because you continue to be of service with me.  When 
someone asks us why we are Knights, the events of 
this month are perfect examples of why.

Again, thank you for your help in volunteering the past 
few months and for continuing to help out into the next 
year.  And again, I wish all of you and your families a 
very Merry Christmas!

Thank you,

Grand Knight   
Will Quintanilla  

From our Chaplain
Fr. Jason Cargo

Brother Knights, 

Allow yourself to get caught up in the wonder and 
mystery of this Advent and Christmas season.

The beginning of Advent is one of preparation. By 
the middle of advent our focus goes to 
expectation. Starting in the middle of December, 
the expectation is palpable. Christmas is coming 
near! Our homes are filled with decorations, the 
lights are burning outside, the stores are filled 
with people, seasonal music is playing on the 
airwaves, and most importantly at Mass we begin 
to focus on the birth of Jesus Christ. This is a 
time to allow the beauty and mystery of the birth 
of Jesus to bring wonder and awe to our lives. 

Beginning on December 17, seven days before 
the Vigil of Christmas (December 24), the O 
Antiphons commence. Most of us know the O 
Antiphons through the song "O Come, O Come, 
Emmanuel” which is a slightly modified sung 
version of the seven O Antiphons.

The O Antiphons are short prayers recited before 
and after the Magnificat, the great prayer of Mary 
used during evening prayer. This coincides with a 
change of Gospel readings to the story of the 
nativity of Our Lord as our expectation for 
Christmas intensifies. The O Antiphons 
developed from an ancient custom in the Church 
dating to the 7th and 8th century.  The seventh 
and last antiphon is sung during Evening Prayer 
of December 23. They are called the "O 
Antiphons" because they all begin with the letter-
word "O" as they address Jesus by one of His

Old Testament titles, asking Him to come to us.
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Gary Olson
Mark Unger
Timothy Heines
Lisa Sloan
Milton Catalina
Peter Catalina
JoAnn Mann

 Karen Oherer
 Michael Olivarez
 Joey Diaz
 Billy Perry

Pray for the Sick and Distressed

 Addison Crocker
 Joe Horan

Nkwako Osong
Bob Procsal

 Steve Ducote
 Gus Carrion
 Amar Carrion
 Peter Genera
 Lydia Perez
 

Fr. Jason Cargo

Please remember them in your prayers

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception
Monday, Dec 9

Breakfast with Santa
Saturday, Dec 14   6:30 am Dining Hall

Nativity Scene Setup
Saturday, Dec 14   9:00 am Courtyard

Into the Breach program
Saturday, Dec 14   6:30 pm Rm 124PC

VA Hospital Visit & Bingo
Wednesday, Dec 18  5:30 pm Meet at   
          Flagpole
         (Depart at 6:00 pm) 

Christmas Social
Thursday, Dec 19   7:00 pm  Dining Hall

Parish Christmas Eve Photos,
Caroling, Cookies & Cocoa

Tuesday, Dec 24   4 pm  Nativity Scene

Christmas Day
Wednesday, Dec 25

Rosary Program Weekend
Saturday, Dec 28   All Masses 
Sunday, Dec 29   (except 8:45 am)

New Years Day
Wednesday, Jan 1

Officers Meeting   
Thursday, Jan 2   6:30 pm Boardroom

Business Meeting
Thursday, Jan 2   7:30 pm Upper Room

1st Saturday Mass & Rosary
Saturday, Jan 4   8:00 am  Sanctuary & 
       8:45 am Chapel

Council Calendar

There is a little-known fact about the order of 
these ancient O Antiphons. This is seen clearly 
in the official language of the Roman Catholic 
Church; Latin. The Latin versions of each of the 
titles of the Messiah: Sapientia (Wisdom), 
Adonai (Lord), Radix (Root), Clavis (Key), 
Oriens (Dawn), Rex (King), and Emmanuel 
(Emmanuel).  Take the first letters of each of 
the titles and write them backwards, thus 
counting down the days of the feast: EROCRAS 
or "ero cras."    This means in Latin "I will be 
(here) tomorrow”. 

During these last days of Advent it is fitting to 
focus on the birth of Jesus to raise our 
expectations of the coming of the savior. Begin 
to sing Christmas Carols, set up your manger 
scene, and meditate on the scripture verses of 
Jesus’ nativity. His birth is nigh! Most of all 
brothers, enjoy this season as we celebrate with 
wonder what God has done for us!

In Corde Iesu,

Fr. Jason Cargo,
Pastor St. Joseph Catholic Church

Chaplain’s Report cont’d
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 Faith:  Program Director - Brian Tooley

CHRISTMAS EVE NATIVITY SCENE PHOTOS

On Christmas Eve, after the 4 pm and 6 pm 
Masses, our Council will again be taking photos of 
Parishioners at the Nativity Scene.  

This year, the Women’s Guild will be participating 
with us.  

We’ll be handing out hot chocolate and cookies, 
caroling and providing photos in a  commem-
orative picture sleeve.  

Knights and all Parishioners are invited to join this 
Christmas celebration and have your photos 
taken in year 2 this new  tradition. 

INTO THE BREACH 

‘A Call to Battle’

The last meeting of an 8- week series based on 
the apostolic exhortation of Bishop Thomas J. 
Olmsted, Into the Breach will take place on 
Saturday, December 14 at 6:30 pm in room 
124PC.  

All Knights are encouraged to join us, even if you 
have not attended previously.

For more information or to join the group, please 
contact Brother Johnny Tejada at 469-628-6105 
or jtejada314@gmail.com .

                  

ROSARY PROGRAM

As Knights of Columbus, we are asked to keep 
our Rosary with us always and pray it often.

If you would like to join the Rosary Program team, 
please contact Brother Kevin Daigrepont at 214-

202-8138 or daigrepont2001@sbcglobal.net 
(Note: additional Spanish speakers needed)

1st SATURDAY MASS
December 7

The following Intercession was read at the 1st 
Saturday Mass on December 7 dedicated to 
deceased Knights of Columbus Council 8954 over 
the past year:

For our loved ones who have completed their long 
season of Advent with the end of their earthly 
pilgrimage, that they may see face to face the One 
they have always desired, especially, Brother Don 
Bordelon, Brother John Jagielski and Brother 
Gene Horn.

The vase of roses was presented by Brother Harold 
Hansen at the beginning of Mass, then relocated to 
the St. Joseph shrine after Mass.

Please also remember Ms Arietta Vilanti, who 
passed away last Friday, December 6.

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord.
And let perpetual light shine upon them.  Amen   
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 Life:  Program Director - Don Delorenz

SILVER ROSE

The Silver Rose program demonstrates the unity 
between Knights of Columbus in Canada, the 
United States and Mexico, through a series of 
prayer services promoting the dignity of all human 
life and honoring Our Lady.

Brother Isaac Sandoval guards the Silver Rose at 6 pm 
Mass on Sunday, November 17 during its pilgrimage at 

St. Joseph Catholic Church.

Brother Isaac also unveiled the Silver Rose during our 
business meeting with pledge cards that will be delivered 
with the Silver Rose to the State chairman in San Antonio. 

Community:  Program Director - Will Quintanilla

HELP FOR TIMOTHY HEINES

Brother Knights,
 
I am writing to you in the hopes of extending 
financial support to Dr. Timothy Heines. If you 
would like to contribute to these efforts then 
please seek me out at the Nativity set-up on 
December 14th, the Knights of Columbus 
Christmas party on December 19th or the January 
or February business meeting. Checks should be 
made out to Dr. Timothy Heines. I will forward a 
batch of contributions to him in December, again 
in January and the last one will mail in February 
just before his birthday. I will include a brief note 
written on behalf of everyone who contributes.
 
God Bless and Merry Christmas,
Brother Milton J.Catalina, Sr.

THANKSGIVING SOCIAL

The Thanksgiving Social on Thursday, November 
21 was a great success. Great food and fun by all.  
Also, Brother Ken Ducote reported a record of 
$1200 in donations to a charities collection at the 
Social.  Donations will be made to Good Samaritan, 
Network Richardson, SVDP and children of deceased 

brother.
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Below is text from the lecture given 
by Brother Ken at the meeting:

Last Sunday, we celebrated the st Sunday of 

Advent, and lit the 1st candle on the Advent 
wreath, and I would like to share with you a little 
background about the season of Advent.
 
The word ‘Advent’ means coming or coming to.  
The Advent season this year began on December 

1st and goes until Christmas Eve.  It’s a time of 
preparation that directs our hearts and minds to 
Christ’s second coming at the end of time and 
also to the anniversary of His birth on Christmas 
day. 

Advent began in the 4th & 5th centuries as a time 
of fasting and prayer, and the first mention of 
Advent was in the 300’s AD at a meeting of 
Church leaders called the Council of Saragossa.

Last Sunday, the 1st Sunday of Advent, we 
noticed the beautiful wreath on the altar with 4 
candles imbedded in it.  The Advent wreath first 
appeared in Germany in 1839 and was fashioned 
on a cart wheel with leaves and candles on it.  
Today, the wreath is fashioned out of evergreens 
symbolizing everlasting life in the midst of winter 
and death, as the evergreens are continuously 
green.  The circular wreath reminds us of God’s 
unending love and the eternal life He makes 
possible.

The dual messages of penance and celebration 
are reflected in the purple and rose colored 
candles that adorn the wreath.  Three candles are 
purple and one is rose colored.

Purple candles symbolize the prayer, penance 
and preparatory sacrifices and good works 

undertaken at this time.  They are lit on the 1st, 2nd 

& 4th Sundays of Advent.

The rose candle symbolizes joy and is lit on the 

    For the Good of the Order
                       by
Lecturer, Brother Ken Ducote

3rd Sunday of Advent.  The rose candle serves as a 
reminder that amid the penance and spiritual 
preparation, this is a Sunday of rejoicing, because 
we have arrived at the midpoint of Advent.  We are 
excitedly preparing for a celebration, the birth of 
Christ, and this rose candle is a symbol of that 
attitude.  On that Sunday, known as Guadate 
Sunday, the priest wears rose colored vestments.

So, during this time of prayer, penance and 
sacrifice, I would ask that during the seasons of 
Advent and Christmas, we also take time to thank 
the good Lord for the blessings received, prayers 
answered, and help given us and our families 
during the past year and in our lives.

And with that, I wish all of you and your families a 
very Blessed and Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year!

50/50 Drawing:    Brother Art Perez

$100 Member Drawing: Brother Dan Dunn   
(must be present to win)          (not present)   

  

Miscellaneous News & Info 

Did You Know: 35 Brothers have December   
     birthdays (see Calendar on    
     website; Click on ‘Show Birthdays’)

Officer’s Meetings: 1st Tues of each month at 6:30 pm  
            (room varies)

Business Meetings: 1st Thur of each month at 7:30 pm  
         (Upper room)

● Meeting Minutes are posted at 
www.kofc8954.org under Council Meeting 
Minutes Library and the Members Only Section. 
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Council #8954 Officers
2019 - 2020

Grand Knight    Will Quintanilla    214-458-0894  will.quintanilla@gmail.com 
Deputy Grand Knight  Art Perez       469-269-7717  art.perez0718@gmail.com 
Chaplain     Fr. Jason Cargo    972-971-7884  jcargo@stjosephcc.net  
Chancellor    Ken Myres     214-912-5725  ken.myres@gmail.com 
Recorder     Derek Storey     214-693-3643  dtstorey@garlandisd.net 
Treasurer     Harold Hansen    214-674-5567  pnhhansen@yahoo.com 
Financial Secretary  Isaac Sandoval    214-733-7465  isaac.sandoval@verizon.net 
Advocate     Eric Lagneaux    337-263-1839  elagneaux29@yahoo.com 
Warden     Manuel Villela    214-755-4725   msrollfactory@hotmail.com
Inside Guard    Randall Smith    469-834-2364  smith.randallf@gmail.com 
Outside Guard   Oliver Iheme     214-738-2884  chika_iheme@yahoo.com 
Lecturer     Ken Ducote     972-414-7850  kenjun@aol.com 
3 Year Trustee   John James     972-589-1130  johnrjame3321@outlook.com 
2 Year Trustee   Don Delorenz    972-672-6633  don.delorenz@yahoo.com 
1 Year Trustee   Steve Snyder    972-496-4111  steve@visualapp.com 

District Deputy   Kevin Quinn     214-578-2662  kevin@thequinns.us 
  Field Agent    Jim Tower   TBD     TBD 

District Deputy Kevin Quinn presented 
pins from the Supreme Council to those 
Brothers who recently recruited new 
members.  

Pictured are Brothers Iyke Chiazor, GK 
Will Quintanilla, Don Delorenz, Art Perez, 
Eric Lagneaux and Fr. Jason and DD 
Quinn.

 STAR COUNCIL UPDATE

GK Will Quintanilla reported that our 
council is well on its way to achieving Star 
Council, based upon Faith in Action 
Program requirements and recruitment 
objectives.  

Coats For Kids

A new banner was unveiled for the 
Coats For Kids program.  

Brother Isaac Sandoval reported that 
48 coats were to be provided to kids 

on Friday, December 6. 


